g Ay
Sl 5 F
-1

5'A DRIVING FORCE

\ 1 O N T EXT

OF THE EUROPEAN GREEN DEAL

High-level conference on deploymg sustainable‘and circular bioeconomies in
- Ceﬁ’f?al and Eastern Europe m the context of food agrlculture natural resources and

WHEN: 218t February 2020, from 9:00 a.m.

WHERE: Permanent Representation of the Slovak Republic to the EU, Avenue de
Cortenbergh 79, 1000 Brussels

FORESTRY VALUE CHAIN
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Tomas Bucha, chair

BIOEAST macroregion’s forestry-related key facts are promising. Wooded areas represent one of our
most important land uses in the macroregion, covering about 34% of the total area (i.e. 37.8 mil ha from
that 30,1 mil ha are considered as forest available for wood supply). A recent analysis proves that the
Forest-based sector: (i) shows an increasing rate of value-added creation, (ii) is able to create a stable
growing level of profit, (iii) shows a positive upward trend in labour productivity. The European Commission
(EC) has constantly been advocating that forestry is a key sector in the transition to a low carbon and
climate-friendly economy. It is one of the main industries that keeps our rural areas vibrant and sustainable.
This message has been reinforced by recent international developments, in particular, the Paris Climate
Agreement and the 17 SDGs. It is also clear that the increasing demand for forest biomass will continue,
in line with the promising development and growth of the bioeconomy.

At the same time, we see that forest ecosystems are exposed to a number of threats aggravated by climate
change. To balance the opportunities with the challenges, there is a pressing need to ensure the long-
term sustainable management and development of forests.

On the political level, the EU has made a strategic turn towards bioeconomy striving for a low carbon
society based on renewable biomass from a great variety of feedstocks. The European FBS can contribute
substantially to these structural changes. The role of wood and other forest materials, product and services
will be critically important and demand for wood will continue to grow. This will continue to put pressure on
our forest resources. This increases the need to look for more innovative and sustainable uses of our
natural resources.

EC launched the revised EU bioeconomy strategy in October 2018. At the national level, meanwhile, many
Member States remain without one, especially in CEE countries. BIoEAST has the ambition to overcome
this lag. BFWG as a platform provides support for forest-based bio-economy development in the
macroregion by Strategic Research and Innovation agenda (SRIA). Another of the main goals of the
BIOEAST initiative is to strengthen cooperation and close the gap between EU-15 and BIOEAST
countries. Collaboration should be strengthened through main EU research program Horizon EUROPE,
e.g. Spreading Excellence and Widening Participation scheme. Another option is the Common Agricultural
Policy. EC announced the Farm and Forestry Carbon Initiative in the CAP post-2020 and the One hectare
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initiative. These initiatives may reward farmers and foresters for the C reduced, saved, stored or
sequestered. BFWG see here the opportunity to connect the EC Carbon Initiative with wood production
for energy purpose, e.g. through agroforestry systems.

Synthesizing and building on the outcome of the 1st-day high-level conference, the BIOEAST Thematic
Working Group on Forestry organizes a half-day thematic discussion. The discussions are planned to be
organized in two consecutive panels: an open debate and a closed session only for TWG members. The
open session aims to introduce and inform the member states representatives on the future research and
innovation priorities and funding schemes of the next Horizon Europe framework program and the CAP
with specific regard to the forest-based sector. During the closed session, the TWG members will discuss
the progress of BIOEASTSUP project in the context of preparing the BIOEAST SRIA.
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