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Six political priorities

Commission 2020-2024

1. • A European Green Deal 

2. • An economy that works for people 

3. • A Europe fit for the digital age 

4. • Protecting our European way of life 

5. • A stronger Europe in the world 

6. • A new push for European democracy
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• Farm to Fork Strategy in spring 2020

• Overall objective: sustainable food system 
– in environmental, social and economic terms

• Covering all stages in food value chains

Essence of the Farm to Fork Strategy

8

Snapshot on most relevant components 
of Green Deal 

for sustainable food systems
COM(2019) 640 final

11/12/2019

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
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R&I can be key enablers



We have a plan!



We implement it through…

www.eip-agri.eu

CAP Horizon 2020

Multi-actor R&I 
projects

Thematic
networks

« Science only » 
R&I projects

EIP-AGRI
Focus groups

EIP-AGRI
Operational

groups

✓ 315 projects – €1,9 billion 
under Horizon 2020

✓ 190 H2020 
multi-actor projects

(€1 billion); 
29 thematic networks; 

50% newcomers; results!

✓ 27 Member States
implementing the EIP; 

over 1000 OGs running

✓ A growing and thriving 
network

✓ Increasing volume of 
practice-oriented 

knowledge !

http://www.eip-agri.eu/


From strategy to action…
https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/research-innovation/documents-links_en

http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/newsroom/image/document/2018-18/agri_factsheets_09_public-goods_ok_1545C900-EDF2-F31F-3DBCD8774096B12B_51896.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/newsroom/image/document/2018-18/agri_factsheets_11_digital-transformation_ok_1545CC6B-DE68-0E34-42372644A48E7E2E_51898.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/newsroom/image/document/2018-18/agri_factsheets_08_modernising-policies_ok_1545C818-F783-8C45-7734CC9A88F78030_51895.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/newsroom/image/document/2018-18/agri_factsheets_12_human-capital_ok_15466358-9915-0C43-1CA062F494165504_51899.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/newsroom/image/document/2018-18/agri_factsheets_10_value-chains_ok_1545CA43-91EF-2C1C-F18BDD2F658F9DB8_51897.pdf


Examples of Horizon 2020 projects 



Research and 
Innovation 

#HorizonEU

THE NEXT EU RESEARCH & INNOVATION 

INVESTMENT PROGRAMME (2021 – 2027)

Horizon Europe

Based on the Commission Proposal for Horizon Europe, the 

common understanding between co-legislators and the 

Partial General Approach, both approved in April 2019



Horizon Europe: structure

Widening Participation and Strengthening the European Research Area

Reforming and Enhancing the European R&I systemWidening participation and spreading excellence

Pillar 1
Excellent Science

European Research Council

Marie Skłodowska-Curie 

Actions

Research Infrastructures

Pillar 3
Innovative Europe

European Innovation Council

European innovation 

ecosystems

European Institute of 

Innovation 

and Technology

Pillar 2
Global Challenges and 

European Industrial 

Competitiveness

• Health

• Culture, Creativity and 

Inclusive Society 

• Civil Security for Society

• Digital, Industry and Space

• Climate, Energy and Mobility

• Food, Bioeconomy, 

Natural Resources, 

Agriculture and Environment

Joint Research Centre
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What is in it? 

7 Intervention Areas (IAs)

Environmental 
Observation

Biodiversity 
and Natural 
Resources

Agriculture, Forestry 
and Rural Areas

Seas, Oceans 
and Inland 

Waters
Food Systems

Bio-based 
innovation 
systems in 

the EU 
Bioeconomy

Circular 
Systems



Strategic Plan (new implementing act by the Commission) will

prepare the content in the work programmes and calls for proposals

for the first four years:

Horizon Europe 
legislative 
package

Strategic Plan 
2021-2024

Work 
programme 
2021-2022

Calls for 
proposals

Strategic Plan gives direction 

to the work programme



Challenges: six cross-cutting long-term impacts

Environmental 
Observation

Biodiversity 
and Natural Resources

Agriculture, Forestry 
and Rural Areas

Seas, Oceans 
and Inland Waters

Food Systems

Bio-based innovation 
systems in the EU 

Bioeconomy

Circular Systems



Priorities: short- & medium term impacts

Environmental 
Observation

Biodiversity 
and Natural Resources

Seas, Oceans 
and Inland Waters

Food Systems

Bio-based innovation 
systems in the EU 

Bioeconomy

Circular Systems

Agriculture, Forestry 
and Rural Areas

Short-

& medium-term 

impacts



short- & medium-term impactsAgriculture, Forestry 
and Rural Areas



short- & medium-term impactsAgriculture, Forestry 
and Rural Areas

Improved knowledge on structure and performance

of food value chains will support their innovative

redesign oriented towards sustainability

principles.

It will allow to better:

➢ balance power relations,

➢ connect producers, consumers and nature, and

➢ capture the value of environmental, health and

socio-economic impacts originating from food

value chains.

More details: Orientations towards the first Strategic Plan for Horizon Europe

https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/orientations-towards-first-strategic-plan-horizon-europe_en


Boosting implementation of R&I

CAP Horizon Europe

Multi-actor R&I 
projects

Thematic
networks

« Science only » 
R&I projects

EIP-AGRI
Focus groups

EIP-AGRI
Operational

groups

Agriculture, Forestry 
and Rural Areas



Leaving space for new approaches

Mission
areas

Adaptation to climate change, 
including societal transformation

Cancer

Healthy oceans, 
seas, coastal 
and inland waters 

Soil health 
and food

Climate-neutral 
and smart cities 



Encouraging synergies

Agriculture, Forestry 
and Rural Areas

Towards more sustainable farming: 
agro-ecology living labs 

and research infrastructures

Animals and healthAgriculture of data

Others related to biodiversity, Blue Economy, 
food systems, circular bio-based sector, water 

Proposed partnerships



#InvestEUresearch
#AgriResearchEU

#H2020SC2 #HorizonEU

www.ec.europa.eu/agriculture/research-innovation_en
www.ec.europa.eu/research/bioeconomy

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/home.html


