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Role of networks in mobilizing successful project proposals



National and regional collaboration key for our sector
Since many years, BIC is active at national and regional level

BIC country reports

Biowaste study



BIC bioeconomy platform launched in 2020
Digital partnering platform to connect BIC members & European regions

Digital partnering platform 

based on profiles



BIC bioeconomy platform 
www.bioeconomy-regions.eu

> 50 
regions



• Key industry data visible to 
matchmake with new regional 
partners

• Make first contact with new regional 
partners via the platform

• Pitch projects or project proposals 
and attract the right region

• Access new sources of finance for 
bio-based investment 

• Access alternative sources of finance 
for for highly ranked, but 
unsuccessful EU funding proposals

BIC’s new bioeconomy platform

Bio-based industryRegions
• Key regional data visible to 

matchmake with new industrial 
partners 

• Identify synergies with other 
European regions

• Make first contact with new industrial 
partners via the platform

• Pitch projects or project proposals 
and attract the right industry partner

• Stimulate investment in new, local 
value chains

What are the benefits? 



BIC’s new bioeconomy platform
Some key supporters

ERRIN, Vanguard Initiative, ECRN...

ERRIN, the Vanguard Initiative and the European Chemical Regions Network (ECRN) and other organisations have 

actively supported in raising visibility of the platform and through mobilising their member regions to participate

BIOEAST – 12 CEE EU members 

“…raising awareness and strengthening the local and regional dimension is a priority. The engagement and
involvement of local authorities, local industrial and academic partners in future partnerships is vital. The digital
platform initiated by BIC could serve a powerful tool in engaging regions and industrial partners.”

European Committee of Regions

“The CoR has also stated that platforms such as the Bio-Based Industries Consortium, able to maximise the potential of the 

findings and knowledge acquired and to combine local and regional initiatives, can promote bioeconomy processes 

effectively”.



Next step: BIC’s new regional funding database

How to access public funding for bio-based projects/investments at regional level:

1. Overview of possible public funding, both EU and national/regional, and their 
funding rules for bio-based projects/investments; 

2. Show different options to finance their projects e.g. combined funding and 
cascade funding; 

3. Funding targeted at advanced bio-based projects in the EU, focusing on: new 
innovative, first-of-a-kind production plant (TRL 7-8), and investments in a new 
biorefinery or extension of an existing plant (TRL 9).

36 regions initially, project commissioned to external service provider



Building blocks of the ‘living’ database

Item Explanation Source(s)

Level European, national or regional.

(*) In the factsheet we defined European programs co-managed and co-financed by the

EU member states and/or their regions as “regional / national” funding.

Survey / Factsheet

Deskresearch

Country Survey

Deskresearch

Region Survey

Deskresearch

Name of the instrument Survey / Factsheet

Deskresearch

Weblink instrument Survey / Factsheet

Deskresearch

Type of instruments For the sake of simplicity, we divide these types into 4 basic categories:

1) grants & subsidies (also to overcome different interpretations of grants and
subsidies)*

2) financing (equity, repayable advance, loans, guarantees, etc.)
3) tax deductions
4) non-financial support (such as mentoring support)

(*) In the survey we defined grants as sums that usually do not have to be repaid but are

to be used for defined purposes. Subsidies, on the other hand, refer to direct

contributions, tax breaks and other special assistance that governments provide

businesses to offset operating costs over a lengthy time period.

Survey / Factsheet

Deskresearch

What kind of information is relevant? And how did we collect it?



Example: How does the database look like
Database must remain manageable. Two up-dates per year



BIC FUNDING DATABASE: ACCESS VIA A SEARCH TOOL

New regions expected to join

Regions can still participate in the platform by expressing their interest 

via the external website. 

Please contact BIC if your region is interested to join

What to expect next? 

Launch – 18 May 

• We will launch the BIC regional funding database search tool at our 

BIC General Assembly on 18 May

• All members of the BIC regional platform have access to the search 

engine



Thank you

Marco Rupp - marco.rupp@biconsortium.eu

https://biconsortium.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/biobased-industries-consortium
https://twitter.com/biconsortium?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFympdj-iBwvs-RqZ-UH85g

