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• SUSTAINABILITY and CIRCULARITY at its core

• SYSTEM-wide approach 

• Policies across sectors, addressing trade-offs, 

co-benefits

• More than research & innovation

• Delivering for the citizens, in particular in rural 

areas

• A set of 14 well-defined actions including a 

monitoring system with clear indicators

The 2018 EU Bioeconomy 
Strategy and Action Plan



▪ Reporting on the progress of the implementation of
the 2018 EU Bioeconomy Strategy, as well as the
general progress of the bioeconomy in Europe.

1. Framing the bioeconomy within the new policy
context, e.g. the European Green Deal.

2. Publication expected: April – May 2022

Objectives of the 2022 Bioeconomy Progress Report



• High-level Bioeconomy 
Conference in Brussels to 
present the Progress 
Report

• 6-7 October 2022

Bioeconomy Conference



5

“The European Green Deal is 
Europe’s Man on the Moon 

Moment” December 2020

“The fossil fuel economy has 
reached its limits!” July 2021



The European Green Deal

The
European

Green 
Deal 

Mobilising industry 
for a clean and circular economy

Preserving and restoring ecosystems 
and biodiversity

Leave no one behind 
(Just Transition)

From ‘Farm to Fork’: a fair, healthy 
and environmentally friendly food 

system 

Building and renovating in an energy 
and resource efficient way

Accelerating the shift to sustainable 
and smart mobility

Increasing the EU’s Climate ambition 
for 2030 and 2050

Supplying clean, affordable 
and secure energy

Financing the transition

A zero pollution ambition 
for a toxic-free environment

A European 
Climate Pact

The EU as a 
global leader

Mobilising research 
and fostering innovation

Transforming the 
EU’s economy for a 
sustainable future

And leave  
No one behind 



The European Green Deal policy landscape and 
HE Cluster 6 – Circular bioeconomy
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Methane strategy

Circular Economy Action 
Plan 2.0

COM (2020) 98 final 11.3.2020

Renovation wave

Plastics Strategy
COM(2018) 28 final

Zero Pollution 
Action Plan for air, 

water & soil

Climate Adaptation 
Strategy

Chemicals Strategy for 
sustainability 

COM (2020) 667 final, 14.10.2020

Farm to Fork 
Strategy

Biodiversity Strategy

Integrated Nutrient 
Management 
Action Plan

COM (2019) 640 final 11.12.2019

Textile Strategy
(under preparation)

Carbon Cycles 
Communication

EU new Bauhaus 
initiative

EU Bioeconomy 
Strategy

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/european-green-deal-communication_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1516265440535&uri=COM:2018:28:FIN
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12588-EU-Action-Plan-Towards-a-Zero-Pollution-Ambition-for-air-water-and-soil
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2020%3A667%3AFIN
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12421-Pharmaceuticals-safe-and-affordable-medicines-new-EU-strategy-


See Factsheet on How the bioeconomy contributes to the Green Deal (https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-
law-and-publications/publication-detail/-/publication/66722c8d-2e03-11eb-b27b-01aa75ed71a1)

Bioeconomy - a blueprint for green growth which:

➢Holistically addresses the economic, social 

and environmental aspects 

➢Contributes to a climate-neutral future

➢ Promotes resource efficiency and circularity

➢ Reduces dependence on non-renewable resources

➢ Safeguards biodiversity and ecosystems

➢ Provides opportunities for fair and just transition

➢ Green business opportunities for SMEs 



Bioeconomy in Horizon Europe Framework Programme



Cluster 6: Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, 
Agriculture and Environment

IA1: 
Environmental 
Observation

IA2: Biodiversity 
and Natural 
Resources

IA3: Agriculture, Forestry 
and Rural Areas

IA4: Seas, 
Oceans and 

Inland Waters
IA5: Food Systems

IA6: Bio-based innovation 
systems 

in the EU Bioeconomy

IA7: Circular Systems

7 Intervention Areas 

(IAs)

Circular Bioeconomy

Circular Bioeconomy

Circular Bioeconomy

Circular Bioeconomy



Cluster 6 targeted long-term impacts

Cross-
cutting 

to Cluster 6 
Intervention 

Areas

Governance models 

enabling 

sustainability

Rural, coastal, peri-urban 

and urban areas developed 

in a sustainable, balanced 

and inclusive manner 

Food and nutrition security for all within planetary boundaries

Sustainable and circular 

management and use of natural 

resources as well as prevention 

and removal of pollution 

Preservation and restoration 

of biodiversity and ecosystems

Climate neutrality and adaptation to climate change



Cluster 6: Work Programme – 7 ‘Destinations’

Destination

1 Biodiversity and ecosystem services

2 Fair, healthy and environmentally-friendly food systems from primary production to 

consumption

3 Circular economy and bioeconomy sectors

4 Clean environment and zero pollution

5 Land, oceans and water for climate action

6 Resilient, inclusive, healthy and green rural, coastal and urban communities

7 Innovative governance, environmental observations and digital solutions

in support of the Green Deal

Circular Bioeconomy

Work programme 2021-22 calls closed and evaluated

Work programme 2023-24 calls under preparation, opening expected end 2022

Circular Bioeconomy

Circular Bioeconomy



CIRCULAR ECONOMY AND BIOECONOMY SECTORS / 
CALL 2022 / CLOSED

Innovating for blue 

bioeconomy and 

biotechnology value 

chains

Innovating sustainable 

bio-based systems and 

the bioeconomy

Enabling a circular 

economy transition

2 topics 8 topics 1 topic

Calls HORIZON-CL6-2022-

CIRCBIO-01 & HORIZON-

CL6-2022-CIRCBIO-02-two-

stage

Safeguarding the 

multiple functions of 

EU forests

2 topics



CLEAN ENVIRONMENT AND ZERO POLLUTION

WP2022 - CLOSED

Increasing 

environmental 

performances and 

sustainability of 

processes and 

products

Addressing 

pollution on seas 

and ocean

Protecting 

drinking water and 

managing urban 

water pollution

Halting emissions 

of pollutants to 

soils and waters

3 topics 1 topic no topic no topic



Cluster 6 WP 2023-2024: timeline

Cluster 6 work programme 2023-2024:

✓ Preparation of the second WP draft (23 March)

✓ PC meeting & workshop on partnerships on 5 April 2022

✓ One additional iterations on the third draft WP in June 2022

✓ Inter-Service Consultation (ISC) in Summer 2022

✓ Adoption by end 2022

JAN 21 FEB 22 MAR 22 APR 22 MAY 22 JUN 22 JUL 22 AUG 22 SEP 22 OCT 22 NOV 22 DEC 22

WP

1st draft

Finalise

WP draft

ISC

Adoption

of WP
4 th PC

meeting 

+ 5 x 

workshops

5th PC

meeting
6th PC

meeting

WP 

2nd draft

Draft final 

WP 

3rd draft

Opinion of PC 

on the post-ISC

WP draft
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