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Soil is cross cutting within many policy initiatives
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4 2018-09 losses ~ 70 Mt C (0-20cm depth)  =   7.7 Mt C loss per year

What’s happening to SOC stocks in agricultural soils? 
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Organic soils: a key “special” issue 

EU emissions from organic soils

Source: Annual European Union greenhouse gas inventory 1990–2018 

   17 Mha -> 95 Mt CO2 

85%

The EU emissions from organic soils are at least 4-5 times (7-8 times Greifswald estimates) higher those from croplands

Peatlands as a hotspot of emissions

Large uncertainty EF

>160 Mt CO2e 



6 Proposal for a Regulation on an EU certification for carbon removal COM(2022) 672 final
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Nature Restoration Regulation

Soils are an integral part of terrestrial ecosystems.

Targets:

• Restoration and rewetting of drained organic soils

• Stock of organic carbon in forests

• Increasing trends in stock of organic carbon in cropland mineral soils

Considerations:

• Assess area of habitat that is not in good condition (soil)

• Until satisfactory levels are met
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